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Dr. Tiffany Bastin, Assistant Deputy Minister 
Dean Mutch, Superintendent, Anglophone School District North  
David McTimoney, Superintendent, Anglophone School District West  
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Subject / Objet : 

 
Message for School Personnel - Updates to Policy 311: Responsible Use of 
Digital Technology 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we prepare to welcome students back for a new school year, the Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Development would like to highlight new province-wide parameters for how 

cellphones and other personal mobile devices are used during the school day through revisions to 

Policy 311 – Responsible Use of Digital Technology.  

For your planning, the kindergarten to grade 8 rules will apply from the beginning of the school year 

this September, and the new rules for grades 9 to 12 will take effect at the beginning of the second 

semester, in February 2027. 

WHAT THE CHANGES DO: 

• Eliminate the use of cellphones and other personal mobile devices for students during the school 

day.  

• Require that digital content and videos used in class by teachers support curriculum outcomes. 

• Block access to social media on school issued devices.  
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KEY DATES BY GRADE 

 

APPLIES TO ALL STUDENTS (K–12) 

Exceptions — There are exceptions if your child 

uses a device for a medical condition or has an 

accessibility or an accommodation need. These 

arrangements are recorded in the student’s 

health plan or Personalized Learning Plan (PLP). 

Learning with digital technology — School-

issued devices may be used for learning, and in 

Grades 9 to 12 students may also use personal 

laptops and tablets through the Bring Your Own 

Device (BYOD) program. 

 Kindergarten to Grade 8 Grades 9 to 12 

Now 

September 

2026 

From first bell to last bell. 

No cellphone or other personal mobile 

device use (e.g. tablets, smartwatches, 

wireless earbuds, portable gaming 

devices) during the school day, 

including recess and lunch. Devices are 

to be put on silent and stored out of 

sight. 

Screen use must be purposeful and be 

tied to pedogeological outcomes.  

First semester (September–January). 

Same rules as last year. 

At the teacher’s discretion, cellphones 

may be used in class for a pedagogical 

reason. During class, students place 

cellphones in a designated area on 

silent. 

Screen use must be purposeful and be 

tied to pedogeological outcomes. 

2nd Semester 

February 2027  

 From first bell to last bell. 

No cellphone or other personal mobile 

device use during the school day (e.g. 

smartwatches, wireless earbuds, 

portable gaming devices). Laptops and 

tablets are permitted for educational 

purposes. Devices are to be put on 

silent and stored out of sight. 
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Classroom content — Videos and digital 

content used in class must be educational and 

tied to curriculum goals.   

Social media — Social media sites will be 

blocked on school issued devices.  

 

WHY THE CHANGE 

These changes are intended to reduce distractions, protect learning time, and give students more 

room to focus and build relationships with their peers and teachers.  

 

IF YOU NEED TO REACH YOUR CHILD 

Your child is never out of reach. 

Schools have always been able to connect parents or guardians and students during the day, and 

that does not change. If you need to reach your child call the school office and staff will get a message 

to them or bring them to the phone. 

If your child needs to reach you, they can ask staff and use a school phone. Outside the school day, 

before and after school, and on the bus, students can use their devices as usual to coordinate rides, 

jobs, and activities. 

In an emergency, following staff instructions keeps students safest. Phones ringing or students 

texting can actually make it harder for staff to keep everyone calm and accounted for. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

You know your child best, and your support at home makes the biggest difference. Talking with your 

child about the new expectations before they take effect and, for high school families, using the first 

semester to plan how you’ll adjust to make the transition smoother. A strong partnership between 

families and schools is what will make this successful.  

If you have questions, please reach out to your child’s school.  

The Department has also prepared supporting materials, including an FAQ, to help answer common 

questions. 
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Thank you for your support. We wish your child a positive and successful school year. 

Warm regards, 
 
 
 
Ryan Donaghy   
Deputy Minister  
 
 
Enclosures: FAQs 
                     Web Link   

 

 

https://www.gnb.ca/en/topic/education-training/k-12/screen-time-cellphones.html

